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Today, hens confined in cages lay the majority of the 
world’s eggs. Many spend their lives in “battery” 
cages. First referenced in the United States in the early 
1930s, battery cages are small wire cages stacked 
together, each housing six to 10 hens lacking basic 
enrichments and space to perform many vital natural 
behaviors, such as nesting and spreading their wings.
The expansion of cruel cage systems globally has 
raised concerns for animal welfare and food safety. 

In response, virtually every major U.S. and European 
food company has pledged to end the use of cages 
in their U.S. and European egg supply chains—not 
only because freeing hens from cage confinement is 
the right thing to do but because hens in cages have 
higher risk of Salmonella infection than cage-free 
hens. Progress on cage-free egg pledges has driven 
an enormous shift in the egg industry, with over 30% 
of hens in the United States and over 50% of hens in 
Europe living in cage-free conditions. 

Progress extends beyond Europe and the United 
States, as many food companies recognize that 
animal welfare and food safety are global issues and 
have pledged to transition to exclusively cage-free 
eggs globally with clear time frames. We applaud 
companies making global progress that honors 
worldwide calls to ban cages.

Unfortunately, not all companies with a global 
presence have moved to eradicate cages throughout 
all the regions in which they operate, and their lack 
of action has slowed progress on animal welfare and 
food safety in many global South countries.1 Concerns 
for animal welfare and food safety do not end at the 
borders of global North countries. Acting as if they do 
ignores the voices and needs of concerned people in 
the global South.

1 While cage-free commitments have driven industry-wide shifts toward cage-
free housing in the United States and the European Union, cage systems still 
house the vast majority of hens in many global South countries. For example, 
in Brazil, 95% of laying hens are housed in cages; in China, 97%; in Colombia, 
70%; in Mexico, 99.5%; and in India, 100%. In many countries, data is not 
available. As seen in countries with relatively high cage-free egg supply, egg-
purchasing companies must proactively demonstrate demand for cage-free 
eggs in order for egg industries to successfully transition to cage-free housing.

https://www.hen-welfare.org/map.html
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/rn-97
https://web.archive.org/web/20210702215904/https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Egg%20Markets%20Overview.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farming-fisheries/farming/documents/eggs-dashboard_en.pdf
https://www.hen-welfare.org/map.html


“Failing to provide Asian, Middle Eastern, African or Latin 
American consumers the same level of food safety and food 

quality provided to European consumers can rightly be viewed 
as discriminatory.”

—Members of the European Parliament

“At Mercy For Animals Latinoamérica, we are aware that a policy 
change in a food company can reduce suffering for thousands 
of animals. By making a cage-free commitment and reporting 

progress, companies demonstrate social responsibility and 
transparency while strengthening their brand.”

—Mercy For Animals Latinoamérica

“While many companies have announced their global cage free 
egg policy, we feel a lack of respect to customers in Asia from 

those committed to going cage free only in some areas of their 
operation. We would continue to urge corporations to stop 

sourcing eggs from cage systems and we truly look forward to a 
cage free future coming for chickens worldwide.”

—Planet for All Hong Kong

“Consumers in all regions deserve the same ingredient quality, 
and customers are increasingly aware of animal welfare when 

choosing their food. Continuing to support such a cruel system 
as the battery cage system, in which laying hens are severely 

mistreated and unable to perform many of their natural 
behaviors, only shows how far behind the companies are with 

respect to new consumer trends.”

—Plataforma ALTO

“As a nongovernmental organization, we represent society’s 
interests in an ethical food system; higher animal welfare 
standards, food safety, and traceability—all of which are 

reflected in cage-free policies—are a growing demand in South 
America and should be a basic right for consumers anywhere in 

the world.”

—Mercy For Animals Brasil

“As Africa’s population keeps growing, the demand for eggs 
keeps rising exponentially. Therefore, non-inclusion of the global 
south in cage-free policies does not only perpetuate cage-free 

inequity, it means the continued suffering of hens in Africa. 
Kudos to this report for bringing an urgent call for equity in 

global cage-free standards.”

—Utunzi Animal Welfare (Kenya)

“Cage systems are considered one of the cruelest practices in 
food production. While many companies prioritize this issue and 
have already announced cage-free policies for their operations 
in Europe, the US, and Canada, not all of them are extending 
these commitments to other countries in the Global South. 

Multinational corporations should provide the same standards 
to their clients everywhere, and this is one of the reasons we 

support this initiative for more equity.”

—Sinergia Animal

“Consumers are tired of hearing excuses from powerful 
multinational corporations that attempt to justify cruelty. 

Cramming a hen in a barren cage, where she will live her entire 
life until she is slaughtered, is cruel everywhere. That doesn’t 
change when you cross a border. Companies without global 
cage-free commitments have fallen behind major brands like 

Yum!, Restaurant Brands International (RBI), and others that have 
committed to ban cages around the world.”

—Animal Equality

“

Excluding consumers and animals in the global 
South from corporate social responsibility 
concerns is inequitable and unacceptable.

The International Cage-Free Equity Index categorizes companies according to whether 
the scope of their public cage-free egg commitments promotes international equity or 
perpetuates international inequity by remaining silent on cage-free egg standards for 

hens and consumers in certain parts of the world, such as the global South.

!

https://leverfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MEPletter.pdf


Global Food Manufacturers
Reflecting published statements as of October 15, 2021

 

Companies Promoting International
Equity Through Global Cage-Free

Egg Commitments

 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 10% global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2020
 Reporting 100% global fulfillment for 
cage-free eggs and egg ingredients

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 52% global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 88% global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally for pet 
food portfolio by 2025
 Reporting 100% global fulfillment for 
cage-free eggs in consumer food portfolio

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 66% global cage-free egg 
progress
 Reporting progress by global region

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 70% global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 68% global cage-free egg 
progress

 

Companies Perpetuating International 
Inequity Through Lack of Global Cage-Free

Egg Commitments

 100% cage-free eggs for some brands 
in Australia, Brazil, New Zealand, and the 
United Kingdom by 2025 and 2028 but no 
cage-free egg commitments for operations 
in the rest of the world, such as in many 
Asian, African, European, Middle Eastern, 
North American, and South American 
countries

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs everywhere, except 
Egypt and Russia, by 2025. Kellogg’s 
previously stated it would work on solutions 
for Egypt and Russia through 2018, but it 
has yet to publish time frames for these 
countries.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs in Australia by 
2025 and 100% cage-free egg fulfillment 
for human food products in Canada, 
Europe, and the United States. But Mars 
has yet to publish a cage-free transition 
time frame for Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
and the Middle East.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs by 2027 in Ukraine 
and by 2025 in the rest of the world, except 
Russia

 

https://www.campbellsoupcompany.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Campbell-Position-on-Cage-free-Eggs-July-2017-clean.doc.pdf
https://www.campbellcsr.com/cr-at-campbell/corporate-responsibility-goals.html
https://www.danone.com/content/dam/danone-corp/danone-com/about-us-impact/policies-and-commitments/en/2020/Danone-2020-animal-welfare-progress-report.pdf
https://www.danone.com/content/dam/danone-corp/danone-com/about-us-impact/policies-and-commitments/en/2020/Danone-2020-animal-welfare-progress-report.pdf
https://www.generalmills.com/en/Responsibility/Sustainability/animal-welfare-policy
https://globalresponsibility.generalmills.com/HTML1/general_mills-global_responsibility_2021_0044.htm
https://www.thehersheycompany.com/content/dam/corporate-us/documents/legal/farm-animal-welfare-position.pdf
https://www.thehersheycompany.com/content/dam/corporate-us/documents/pdf/hershey_2020_sustainability_report_.pdf
https://www.jmsmucker.com/brands-you-love
https://www.jmsmucker.com/brands-you-love
https://www.kraftheinzcompany.com/pdf/KHC_CSR_2017_Full.pdf
https://www.kraftheinzcompany.com/esg/pdf/KraftHeinz-2021-ESG-Report.pdf
https://www.kraftheinzcompany.com/esg/pdf/KraftHeinz-ESG-Report-2020.pdf
http://www.nestle.com/media/news/nestle-to-source-only-cage-free-eggs-by-2025
https://www.nestle.com/sites/default/files/2019-08/nestle-farm-animal-welfare-qa.pdf
https://www.pepsico.com/docs/album/esg-topics-policies/pepsico-global-policy-on-animal-welfare.pdf?sfvrsn=193ff8f7_2
https://www.unilever.com/planet-and-society/responsible-business/farm-animal-welfare/
https://www.unilever.com/planet-and-society/responsible-business/farm-animal-welfare/
https://www.abf.co.uk/documents/pdfs/policies/animal_health_and_welfare_policy.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N09kCw3dJb34vHKuV0jYWKKczsnYT3Oa/view
https://www.kelloggs.com/en_US/sustainability/kellogg-commitment-to-animal-welfare.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NXfQU9SMeOVVdqTU9XUEdJcEU/view?resourcekey=0-lI4zu-piYa0c3nkBMb6pdg
https://www.mars.com/about/policies-and-practices/cage-free-eggs
https://www.mars.com/about/policies-and-practices/cage-free-eggs
https://www.mars.com/about/policies-and-practices/cage-free-eggs
https://www.mondelezinternational.com/Snacking-Made-Right/ESG-Topics/Laying-Hens-Animal-Welfare-Approach
https://www.mondelezinternational.com/Snacking-Made-Right/ESG-Topics/Laying-Hens-Animal-Welfare-Approach


Global Foodservice Companies
Reflecting published statements as of October 15, 2021

Continued on next page.

*Franchisee(s) or licensee(s) have cage-free egg 
commitments that cover parts, but not all, of 
operations in other countries.

 

Companies Promoting International
Equity Through Global Cage-Free

Egg Commitments

 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 51% global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 100% global fulfillment for 
cage-free eggs

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2030
 Committed to reporting annual cage-free 
egg progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 27% and 14% global cage-
free egg progress for shell and liquid eggs, 
respectively

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

 

Companies Perpetuating International 
Inequity Through Lack of Global Cage-Free

Egg Commitments

 100% cage-free eggs in Europe, 
Indonesia, and North America by 2025 
but no cage-free egg commitments 
for operations in the rest of the world, 
including many countries in Asia and 
Oceania

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs in the United 
States by 2025. But the company has 
not clarified the scope of cage-free egg 
commitments for operations in the rest 
of the world, such as in many Asian and 
Middle Eastern countries.*

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs in the United 
States and Canada by 2025. But Chili’s has 
not clarified the scope of cage-free egg 
commitments for operations in the rest of 
the world, including many Asian, European, 
Latin American, and Middle Eastern 
countries.*

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs in the United 
States by 2025 and 100% cage-free egg 
fulfillment in Australia and some European 
countries but no clear cage-free egg 
commitments for operations in many other 
countries, including many Asian, African, 
European, Latin American, and Middle 
Eastern countries*

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free egg fulfillment. But the 
company has not clarified the scope of 
cage-free egg commitments for operations 
throughout the world.*

 

https://www.aramark.com/about-us/news/aramark-general/environmental-sustainability-performance
https://www.aramark.com/-/media/pdf/responsiblesourcing_priorities-progress.pdf?la=en&hash=4008EA72486894603CC422A0DEBA84D68B43CBC4
https://impact.inspirebrands.com/sustainability/
https://impact.inspirebrands.com/sustainability/
https://www.aubonpain.com/about/our-policies
https://www.rbi.com/English/sustainability/responsible-sourcing/animal-welfares/
https://www.cariboucoffee.com/
https://www.compass-group.com/en/media/news/2016/compass-group-commits-to-source-100--cage-free-eggs.html
https://www.compass-group.com/en/sustainability/performance-and-reports.html
https://costanewsroom.vuelio.co.uk/press/press-releases/f04ddde3-bccd-4e28-ae5b-eb9d85d60180/costa-coffee-extends-cage-free-eggs-commitment-to-include-global-markets/
https://impact.inspirebrands.com/sustainability/
https://www.eliorgroup.com/sites/www.eliorgroup.com/files/2020-04/Elior%20Group_Animal_Welfare_Position_Paper_sept17_0.pdf
https://www.issworld.com/en/news/2019/03/19/iss-commits-to-source-cage-free-eggs-by-2025
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/autogrill-indonesia_autogrill-indonesia-pledges-to-use-only-cage-free-activity-6711185286182924288-_CJk/
https://www.autogrill.com/sites/autogrill14corp/files/2020_dnf_-_eng_0.pdf
https://www.thecheesecakefactory.com/corporate-social-responsibility/sustainable-sourcing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx1zF1n-0kzsY2E1VXJhbXdDWDg/view?resourcekey=0-kdLAQQkM0WtvD7lfK1DGMg
https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/corpmcd/our-purpose-and-impact/food-quality-and-sourcing/animal-health-and-welfare.html
https://www.darden.com/our-impact/communities/sustainability/caring-for-farm-animals


Global Foodservice Companies
Reflecting published statements as of October 15, 2021

 

Companies Promoting International
Equity Through Global Cage-Free

Egg Commitments

 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2030
 Committed to reporting annual cage-free 
egg progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2026
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Not reporting global cage-free egg 
progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2030
 Committed to reporting annual cage-free 
egg progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2030
 Committed to reporting annual cage-free 
egg progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 32% cage-free egg progress 
for “international” locations

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2025
 Reporting 56.2% and 60.8% global cage-
free egg progress for shell and liquid eggs, 
respectively

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2030
 Committed to reporting annual cage-free 
egg progress

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 100% cage-free eggs globally by 2030
 Committed to reporting annual cage-free 
egg progress



The International Cage-Free Equity Index is a project by 

Mercy For Animals in close partnership with Animal Equality 

Brasil, Animal Friends Jogja, Igualdad Animal, Planet for 

All Hong Kong, Plataforma ALTO, Sinergia Animal, The 

Humane League México, and Utunzi Animal Welfare.

 

Companies Perpetuating International 
Inequity Through Lack of Global Cage-Free

Egg Commitments

 100% cage-free eggs in the United 
States and Brazil by 2025 but no cage-free 
egg commitments for operations in the rest 
of the world, such as in many Asian, Latin 
American, and Middle Eastern countries

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 100% cage-free eggs in Europe, North 
America, South America, Australia, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, 
Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, 
and Vietnam by 2025 but no cage-free egg 
commitments for operations in the rest of 
the world, including many African, Asian, 
and Middle Eastern countries



https://www.yum.com/wps/wcm/connect/yumbrands/4c34c593-4766-446d-9132-fe53ea18d3e8/Global-Animal-Welfare-Policy-Formatting-V3-082621.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nK1-awu
https://www.krispykreme.com/sustainability
https://www.newrest.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Press-release-Livre-Vegetal-UK.pdf
https://www.yum.com/wps/wcm/connect/yumbrands/4c34c593-4766-446d-9132-fe53ea18d3e8/Global-Animal-Welfare-Policy-Formatting-V3-082621.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nK1-awu
https://www.rbi.com/English/sustainability/responsible-sourcing/animal-welfares/
https://www.shakeshack.com/us-animal-welfare-policy/
https://www.shakeshack.com/2021/07/30/shake-shacks-commitment-to-cage-free-eggs/
https://www.sodexo.com/home/media/press-releases/newsList-area/press-releases/commitment-cage-free-eggs@/commitment-cage-free-eggs.html#:~:text=Sodexo%2C%20world%20leader%20in%20Quality,industry%20leader%20on%20Corporate%20Responsibility.
https://sodexo.publispeak.com/fiscal-2019-universal-registration-document/article/76/
https://www.yum.com/wps/wcm/connect/yumbrands/4c34c593-4766-446d-9132-fe53ea18d3e8/Global-Animal-Welfare-Policy-Formatting-V3-082621.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nK1-awu
https://www.rbi.com/English/sustainability/responsible-sourcing/animal-welfares/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/bloomin-brands-inc-commits-to-transition-to-cage-free-eggs-300223933.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/bloomin-brands-inc-commits-to-transition-to-cage-free-eggs-300223933.html
https://www.bloominbrands.com/newsroom/news-releases/news-release/bloomin-brands-inc.-commits-to-cage-free-egg-transition-in-brazil-restaurants
https://www.subway.com/en-US/AboutUs/SocialResponsibility/OurOverallCommitment

