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Message from the CEO

We can all agree that 2020 wasn’t
exactly what we’d expected. From
the pandemic to global social
justice action, we experienced many
world-changing events. The second
wave of COVID-19 in India created
a situation the likes of which few of
_  Us have ever witnessed. Almost no

4 one was unaffected, but everyone—
£ rich or poor, government or NGO—
/ ~ united to support one another and
3 . «w.w help mitigate the widespread pain

and suffering. At Mercy For Animals India Foundation, we too had
friends and family affected. We believe nothing is more important
than the health and safety of our loved ones, and only when

they are protected can we make progress towards our mission of
constructing a kinder food system. To this end, in addition to the
leaves we provide, we gave our employees a paid week off to focus
on their physical and mental health and be with their loved ones.

Yet amid all the uncertainty, Mercy For Animals India Foundation
restarted operations in India in full swing and recorded many
positive developments for animals. Here are just a few major
highlights:

= Along with People for Animals and Humane Society
International/India, Mercy For Animals submitted
recommendations to the central standing committee on science
and technology for the committee’s report on environment,
climate change, and public health, highlighting the role of
animal agriculture in emerging infectious diseases.
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= In partnership with People
for Animals and Ahimsa Trust,
we submitted a representation
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to the FSSAI to promote plant-based foods as part
of their Eat Right India campaign. Our combined
efforts led the FSSAI to release a host of advisories
and posters promoting plant-based eating on their

website and social media channels. We will continue
to urge promotion of plant-based diets by the prime

minister of India and FSSAL.
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The Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) on Wednesday
constituted a task force to look into
guidelines/ provisions for vegan foods in
the country. The task force comprises
seven members, including Shankar
Narayan, founder-president, Satvik
Vegan Society (formerly Indian Vegan

Society.

Based on Mercy For Animals India Foundation’s
representation to FSSAI to make labels mandatory
on all vegan products (Blue Dot) and . India’s food
safety regulator, FSSAI, set up a vegan task force
to advocate plant-based eating. The task force

has been constituted to advise the government on
having a mandatory label for all vegan products
(Blue Dot). We have built relationships with task
force members and will continue working with them
on innovative reforms in 2021.
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FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 21st July, 2020

F. No. Stds/M&MP/Notification(05)/FSSAI-2019.-The draft regulations further to amend the Food Safety
and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Regulations, 2011, which the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India proposes to make with previous approval of the Central Government, in exercise of the
powers conferred by clause (¢) of sub-section (2) of section 92 read with section 16 of the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006 (34 of 2006) is hereby published as required under sub-section (1) of section 92 of the said Act for the
information of all persons likely to be affected thereby, and notice is hereby given that the said draft regulations shall
be taken into consideration after the expiry of the period of sixty days from the date on which copies of the Gazette in
which this notification is published are made available to the public;

Objections or suggestions, if any, may be sddressed to the Chief Executive Officer, Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India, FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road, New Delhi- 110002 or may be sent by e-mail at
regulation@ fssai.gov.in:

Objections or suggestions which may be received with respect to the said draft regulations within the period
specified above shall be considered by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India,

Draft Regulations

1. (1) These regulations may be called the Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food
Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2020.

(2) They shall come into force with effective date for implementation to be either 15t January or 1st July subject
10 a minimum of 180 days from the date of their final publication in the official Gazette

We opposed an amendment to the Food Safety and
Standards Regulations that prohibits plant-based
dairy products from being labelled ‘milk’ or other

dairy terms. We continue to work closely with the
Good Food Institute, Humane Society International,
and People for Animals to reverse this amendment.
We have submitted joint comments and advised plant-
based dairy companies on submitting their own
comments. We will also continue to oppose anFSSAI
draft notification that aims to restrict use of the
term ‘milk’ by vegan milk companies.
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= Mercy For Animals released the ‘new normal’

campaign, which emphasises building a new normal
for animals, too, by making more compassionate
food choices. Created by an award-winning Brazilian
agency, the campaign video was selected twice

by the Swiss NGO Act Responsible for a virtual
exhibition in Cannes as one of 2020’s world’s best
social campaigns. Ads of the World and many other
online publications also featured the campaign, and
1,61,451 people worldwide joined the movement.
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e MFA India shot a Public Service Announcement

(PSA) with Member of Parliament and well known
animal rights activist, Mrs. Maneka Gandhi. In the
PSA titled ‘The Dark Truth Of The Dairy Industry’,
Mrs. Gandhi is talking about the horrors in India’s
dairy industry. The PSA was released by Smt. Gandhi
on her social media handles and it received wide-
spread coverage.
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MFA India collaborated with India’s leading public
health institute, The George Institute to establish
the Centre For One Health Research, the first
research centre of its kind in India, connecting
public health and animal agriculture. The center
aims to strengthen the research and policies
around the Zoonoses in India. The center proposes
to organise a series of virtual expert group
consultations to transfer knowledge and initiate a
multisectoral and multidisciplinary dialogue in the
area of One Health in India.
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MFA India has signed up as a knowledge partner
to the Ahimsa Fellowship Program sponsored by
Ahimsa Trust and powered by People For Animals.
The Ahimsa Fellowship Program aims at creating a
network of effective animal welfare leaders adept at
working closely with state governments and district
administrations to enforce animal protection laws

in India. Experts from MFA India are going to act
as mentors to the fellows who will be intensively
trained to understand in-depth the existing

legal and policy regime. This will facilitate their
leadership in advocacy efforts towards securing and
implementing favourable animal welfare policies.
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As part of our celebrity outreach and brand building
exercise, MFA India reached out to Bollywood and
Tollywood celebrities. We received an overwhelming
response from some of the biggest Bollywood and
south cinema actors. Many of them have assured
support to MFA India’'s work in 2021. On MFA India’s
5th anniversary, Actor John Abraham urged his

fans to be NICE to animals and released this public
service ad.


https://www.georgeinstitute.org.in/

Garnering media attention for animals

Following our strong connections and relationships with media
outlets. Mercy For Animal India foundation have received
overwhelming media response to its campaigns in the year 2020.
Some of the coverage can be seen here.

@ ThePrint

Wildlife groups urge health minister to shut illegal meat, pet
markets to prevent Covid-19

New Delhi: A group of animal protection organisations on Thursday ... Humane
Society International/India (HSV/India), Mercy for Animals ...
26-Mar-2020

(O The Financial Express

The green movement: The push for a plant-based diet is
getting bigger worldwide

The Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations (FIAPO), Delhi, ...
Ahimsa Trust and Mercy For Animals (MFA) pointing out that a ...
20-Sep-2020

Bl The Week

Docs, activists urge PM to promote plant-based diet

"The doctors' call has been supported by animal welfare groups People For
Animals (PFA), Ahimsa Trust and Mercy For Animals (MFA) who have ...
25-Jun-2020

Plans for 2021

We will restart food policy work in India to persuade major hotels,
restaurants, cafes, and food-delivery services to increase vegan
options and decrease the use of animal products. MFA India

also plans to expand operations in India with hiring in several
other departments such as corporate affairs, Media and celebrity
and organising. MFA India also plans to apply for FCRA license
permission in the year 2021.

Even though the events of this year have defied prediction,
we are hopeful that 2021 will bring better days for both animals
and humans.




